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iMany of you are members of the South fDakestare available on the web site. ou

:Towns and Townships Bond Alliance.wothislike a copy mailed to you, just cgﬁé&em Colimng.2
§aII|ance was established in 2007 as an tptiGDIATAT office.

i offer members a means to satisfy the de .

‘requirements identified in South Dakota B'(‘ﬂtgdre the Changes? tD'saStir Reclovery’H)v,v .
ified law 446.1 (finance officersy6-8 Application for Public Official Bond. © S © © -
g(clerks) andgl (treasurers). § The form needs to be fillednofudl each

i The Alliance manages a pool of the initial mgsar. (There will not be a short cut all_ow-g al I nsi|lght
:bership bond premiums in an interest beaiiggquestions to be skipped). =

gggﬁ%u;;;nsdvmzrrz l::a'ggégos.?h]::nhd:stge%r?f‘garlboard Chairman signature is requlred in

(ftlon to the Clerk and Treasurer. { Highlights from the
:mendous financial savings for members to have ‘Annual Confer
i lifetime bond coverage with no further @ereirfication of oversite, review and acount-

ium due for current and each future clerk ability of finendd recordsisto be docu- :

itreasurer that occupies that position on ymented. e

gtownsh|p hoard, as long as sufficient fug%s &éstion has been added to state th@r/@éaﬁng for Spring..}..6
imain to pay out valid claims. Simply conti CDB s :

{to maintain membership with SDATAT and t ' :

: bond will be fully paid up! § Use of credit/debit cards and electronlc _

: transfers is prohibited | Scholarship

{1t can continue to be an important benefit to
: membershijf the filing of bond claims is Re‘MhOUgh not a new requirement, 3 si
‘nearly noexistent. In order to achieve thigures on written checks (clerk, trea
‘ideal, the Bond Alliance Board completedchairman) are required

éevaluatlon of all bond documents, including|enot a new requirement, the due d
irenewal application.
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- PRESIDENT’S : Plan to Attend Your County
a ‘ s a 0 A
COLUMN : Township Meeting if Possible
By Dustin Leiseth Februal’y:

11th 10:30 Charles Mix

2020 has arrived and with the new year and 1:00 Beadle
new decade dawns the [SHgislative Sessioniizoth 10:00  Douglas
in Pierre. Your association and its directors ;.39 Hutchinson
have been very busy over the past sevﬁg&rll 1j30 McCook
months preparing an important piece of legis=' c-00
lation for funding to townships for large cgl8th 10:00  Hamiin

verts and small structures. 1:30 Sanborn

This began last March prior to the multigfth 1:00  Moody

disaster declarations and devastation across our 6:30 Codington

state due to extreme and excess rainfall eventsh 7:00 Clay
Ti mi ng I S everything r%hnd t his bi | | € o
come at a better time, knowing the financz:i%ﬂa '
constraints for townships. i5th  10:00  Brookings

We have had a strong voice the past six witlks 6:00  Lake

in the media and | believe we are finally beilfigh 10:00  Clark
heard. But we need your voice as residents of 1:00 Spink
the townships, to talk to your local legislatd@§$y, noon Kingsbury
and reach out to other legislators in the state. .

We need y%L_J to sgarle (;j/our story, y(%ur nﬁe_edé,)&‘ﬁ”'i

your township and pledge support for this E : -

our association has drafted. éuh 6:30  Minnehaha
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LET’S ENGINEER A BETTER TOMORROW CLARK

ENGINEERING

Civil Engineering | Environmental Services | Landscape Architecture | Structural Engineering i
FieZ: | © sl T TP LN il EEEEREcS N VST NN CLARK-ENG.COM
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i Continued from page 1

%Why this stricter enforcement? South Dakota Towns &TownShlpS

§Choosing to become a member of an alliance that operates Bond Alliance Board :
‘upon a concept of opaid up for Iife as |l ong asi n

§maintainedé i's a f'nanc'abresﬁ}le%ne{'oht&sekn 561%121,’49@9 |

:the pool of funds that are held to pay claims is not replen-
‘ished, except for interest earned, the pool can be jeopawice Pres.  Bonnie Rusche 605 546 2139

ized with township excessive claims. Sec./Treas. Cindy Foster 605 999 8563
The_Bond _Alllance is an assessable policy, meaning '[h_at[ ex- Dustin Leiseth 605 520 0996
i cessive claims may cause members to be assessed additionally
|f the Bond Alliance Pool becomes short ditter&tsuth Darwin Bettmann605 226 0835
gDakota prns and To_wn_s.hlp Bond_Alllance Board _bellev_es Steven Munk 605 360 0648
:by enforcing these guidelines, the risk of future claims will
:be minimized, thereby protecting all members. Karen Pooley 605 996 5330

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management
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LEGAL INSIGHTS

el , By Jay Leibel, Attorney L 4 <
== 113 South Egan Avenue, PO Box 6, Madison, South Dako =~ « >

I know as | write this first paragraplunless the snowfall from a storm is greatespibeified
am opr eachi Maggtoft onumbbrefincheso i r 6 .

the townships and many towns th'séf’seﬁrpolicy where there will be nor@meval until it is

suffered frormwo much water. The necessary to have a blade with a wing to widen the
damage from the waters and the expense

ofsnow removédst winter has put 5) The township has the discretionary authority not
many entities in financial distress. TRigschool bus rou(€ee 31329page 46 of manual).

s h irgs@ossibilifiprsnow removaWhat are our later than July so the school district has time to adjy
options®Who makes the decision? routes.

Townships are responsible for snow removal as set foethnghips are required to maintain mail route3{Sg]

Manual, which reads  [Tlaertdwnship road systerfpwnship to a maximum of $25(s is one reason to d
consists of section line roads; judicially declared roaditeoadgeadragmimuor no maintenanke | understand
impliedly acceptedthgtownship through routine mail routes are reviewed/established in the sumihe
performance oértain maintenance actiyisiesh as the roads are identifiediasnupr no maintenaasee-

SDCL 3131 0n page 40 of the July 2017 Township OHf&s 20 opage 44)ut limits the county recovery frI;m

roac

o m
If

raises the questiomisat is the townthis decision is made the school district should be rfotifie

st tr
CL
Sig-

time

grading, gr av e lAlthough therown- guires Ry lawethe destQfficegshould not include itih ar

ship is responsible for snow removal, it has options E3H6-

which roads require snow removal and also the meth@ebqbwnship also has the ability to establish a sno
means to accomplish that responsibility. tax levy (SDCL-3822 page 45).do not recommend ¢
The Board of Supervisors have more discretion whe# iiugsh@ssthe money placed in this fund can only be
to snow removal, more so than the state or cBuegies Snow removal. It cannot be used for any other pur
have the ability to establish different levels of maintef@iy for snow removal is in the general fund, ther
depending upon how the board designates eatdigoagan be used for other purposes, not just snow remg
law, on pages 40Mflthe manusets fortthree levels of Gjyen the seriousness of financial cost, issues such

designation for road maintenatia@ads being maintaigemergency services, | suggest it be addressed ¢
year round are generally n s i dull m&neenaBce 5nQa) meeting or a special meeting called specific
roads. Unless otherwise designated these roads arg RIOVESH removal. The board can ask residents f
snowremovaR 0 a d s d ermsiningdn agormaldted, % onGhe issubo the residents suggest the Board |

nande generally do Although |bcengke (4,818 Pofopt ot Bo'tiiey prefer to provide tFI'eiro

recommend, itawnship does have the discretionadyow removal? Do they have other ideas? Asking

authority to remove snow from other than full maintenﬁﬁﬁemay make it easier for the board to make a de
roads.

Some townships have adopted policies which specifptigélls/complaints to the supervisors at all hours of
townshipés rol e i Foresamplel adlnighhg snow removal

1) A policy designating full maintenance will have snow re-
the attorney of your choice, or me, Jay Leibel of Lei

2) A policy the residents are responsible for their oW $REM 113 South Egan Avenue, PO Box 6, Madis
removal. Dakota 57042 at (605)-2205.

3) A policy where ttoavnshivill do no snow removal

moved unless another option is selected. It you have specific questions you are encouragedf Cco
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40th Anniversary 40 Year Service Awards
Annual Conference Highlights

Over 130 attendees from across South Dakota joinediogésiserving individuals were recognized and awar

Hed

for the 40th Annual Conference which was held in Abglapenfor their devoted service to their township at {he

December 4th & December 5th. conference awards dinner.

SDLTAP head lined the confer en.ceh. W i tdh t hei rE. 0RO
providing expert advisement on emergency and soft %e 0 re\;:el\lfie hIS awar :jn person was ]:nar (BY
pair, shoulder pulling, signing and culvert maintenan AIPOEZON Jr. He has Served as SUpervisor for over

also answer questions from membership through ou t@' 8 _Township, Hamlin Cour_lty. Butch also serve
ference. years as secretary for SD Association of Towns and

SDATAT Attorney Jay Leibel fielded questions from aﬁggd&negole to attend, is Harley Zens from Canova.

on variqus Iegal subjects. Roqnding out the final SESSRNEEE either clerk or supervisor for 45 years for |
panel discussion of county officials. township in McCook county. Together with his wife R

Bruce Crevier and his family provided a Champions f—hoe \
motivational message, laughter andea 8airperfor-

mance after an evening buffet meal. “ Richard E Pikefrom Summit SD has

Day two launches with opening ceremonies and ou
Anthem sung by Deverne and Jan Rickard. Welcon §
Mayor Travis Schaunaman. ;

Grant County for 40 years. Richard
b his wife Diane have 4 children and
2l grandchildren.

Tyler Steen from SD Office of Emergency Management along
with EM directors Larry Tebben & Scott Meints, covered |

helpful FEMA information. Deverne Rickardhas served 14 yes

as clerk for Blooming Valley Towng
Grant County. He and his wife Jan
@l in Summit and have four children, ]

grand childreamd §reat grand childrg

Tami Schwebach from Schwebach Insurance fielde:
from members and shared insight into recent claimg;|

w Chester Tschettehas been supervis
- for 59 years in Liberty Township, B

Sessions designed specifically to aid clerks, treasu
pervisors were offered along with opportunity to net

with others in the same roles.
. ‘. they raised three children and havs
Wendy Semmler from the department of Revenue g grand children.

Fortin, Director of Government Assistance were also fea-

tured speaker. P Tom Neubergerhas devoted 40 ye

B . astreasurer for Greenland Townsh
McCook county. Having lost his wif
February, Tom is father to one son
has one grandchild.

Secretary of Transportation Darin Bergquist and Ati;f
General Jason Ravnshorg were guest speakers for™

(B
lunch. Sara Capp was also present to share her 1st ﬂw

which earned her a $1000 scholarship from SDATA.

Next years conference will be held in Huron at the

Crossroads Hotel and Convention Center DecembeFOr your commitment to your township with your many

4th and 5th. Keep reading future newsletters for all SETVICE. Your investment of time, energy and wisdon|
the details. benefits beyond your township. It also positively affeq

neighbors, county and the State of South Dakota!

hearve raised two sons and have 6 grand childre.
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Phone: 60%884185
Toll Free: 804220129
Email: sdlitap@sdstate.edu }

3, J > “ophe

ring 5«&@:%@&@@!@ it
“* Eahaa e
SRR

As we trend towards the end of January, in just a couple short
months we will be preparing for Spring maintenance.
(Hopefully)Here are a few items we should think about prior

to the snow melt and the water starting to run once again.

Do we have a good inventory of our roadways is always a good
place to start. Please take time to review your maintenance
level and make sorget a copytbis to your county auditor.

Also, please take time to inspect your culverts as quickly as pos-
sible in the Spring to understand where trouble may occGregifitesents Difficult Peopled offers advice to attendee:

the thaw of the snow pack. & Conlflict Resolution at theon township road matters.
Annual Conferepce. ,

Do you have a plan for thi yearos maintenance?

we have to wait to see what the Spring is like before we make a

pl an. I think that the next yeards plan shoul d &

wor ks and know what you are going to spend this
on before the annual meeting. If you are in need of an opt out,

it is a much easier sell if you have a plan in place as to where the

money will be spent. Take the time to prioritize your projects

and make sure they fit within your budget.

Another big item to be prepared for is the large culverts and

small structures that you are responsible for. Just a ren8pd&RP staff Gil Hedman, Chuck Fromlet and
that the maintenance and inspection of these falls undandtesv Peterson on hand for member questions.
same guidelines as small pipe and must be inspected on a yearly

basis. If you are not having your large culverts and small struc-

tures inspected by an engineer and they do not have a weight

limit on them, it is presumed that they will carry a legal load.

Please patrticipate in your annual meetings so you have a good
understanding of what is planned for 2020 in your township. It
is always easier to sit back and complain than to become in-
volved. Being involved makes for better decisions and much
less conflict later on in the year.

County wide township meetings will begin soon and we hope
see many of you in attendance. We have been ask to participate
in a few and will hopefully be able to answer some questions
you may have in regards to road issues. Until next time, be safe
and wish for a mild Springs and limited flooding.

GregVavra is the Program Manager for SDLTAP

(South Dakota Local Transportation Assistance Program). They can be
contacted to provide technical assistance in gravel road maintenance,
culvert installation, presentations and other cooperative efforts to assist
townshigshis is a free service to support townships.



