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Congratulations Scholarship Recipients!
South Dakota Association of Towns and Townships is pleased to announce the winners of this
year’s SDATAT Scholarships. The Association
offers one $1000 and one $500 scholarship to
senior high school students who reside in South
Dakota, are currently attending a South Dakota
public, private, parochial high school or a home
school program, and lives in a town or township
who is a current member of SDATAT.
They were judged on the essay topic: What is

the most important factor that influences your
decision making? Does having a personal faith
enter into your decision making? Include in your
essay an interview from a person who has been
influential in your life…”
Based upon the returned essays, we can look
forward to some outstanding upcoming South
Dakota leaders. We are pleased to introduce
you to Cade and Andrew

Cade Le Brun, pictured right, was selected for the 1st place award
of $1000. Cade graduated from Flandreau High School and is the son
of Ben and Brenna LeBrun from Flandreau, Flandreau Township in
Moody County.
In the fall of 2022, he will attend SDSU to pursue a major in
agriculture with the intent to return back to the family farm
and assist in the operation.
Andrew Gustad, pictured left,
was awarded the 2nd place
scholarship of $500. He is the
son of Amy and Jerry Gustad
from Volin, Volin Township in
Yankton County and graduated
from Gayville/Volin High
School. His future goals are
to major in civil engineering
from SDSU.
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Congratulations Cade and Andrew.
We wish you the very best in your educational pursuits!
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PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN
Greetings from the President’s desk!

will have a learning curve, no doubt, for counties and
townships. We just need to continue to work together.
So, if you have a moment, send Terry an email or give the
office a call and thank her for a job well done. She has
done an amazing job for you, for us, for townships. It has
been a pleasure to work closely with her as the President
of SDATAT.

The Rural Access Infrastructure Fund is for real people!
The inventory is complete! The funds have been allocated
and distributed to the Counties for fiscal year 2023, which
began July 1, 2022. $11.333 million to the townships and
counties in South Dakota!

Legislatively speaking, we are already working on resolutions to be brought before the membership at the annual
meeting in December. If you have an issue that you believe needs to be addressed legislatively, submit it to our
office to be considered as a resolution.

It is time to submit applications for large culvert repair and/
or replacement along with a 5-year road and culvert plan to
your county commissioners. The SDATAT office, has been
working tirelessly to guarantee implementation of this
program on time for the townships and counties. Your
Association has worked very hard the past 3 years for this
moment, the “Launch”.

Finally, I would I like to say thank you to Representative
Caleb Finck for all his efforts in Pierre to make RAIF a
reality today. It was far from easy. It never is easy once
the legislative session starts in Pierre. Many battles are
fought. Some are won, some are lost. You just hope you
did enough to win more than you lost without sacrificing
what is needed, what is important.

By Dustin Leiseth

Terry has had multiple conversations with the SDDOT and
SDCCA since the past legislative session concluded making
sure this Launch is successful and on time. This first year
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Rural Access Infrastructure Grant
SDATAT is excited to announce the roll out of the Rural Access
Infrastructure Grant application! While this has taken much longer
than anticipated and has left short notice, I think townships can pull
everything together in time to apply for a portion of the prorated
$11.333 million that has been distributed to each South Dakota
county. The first part of the process, your 5 year plan, is due to
your county highway superintendent by August 31st.

provement Plan for Rural Access Infrastructure Grant application
and hand in to your Highway Superintendent before August 31st.

SDATAT has full intention of sharing the sophisticated electronic
forms for use in the future. They will be very handy to use for those
comfortable with computer software. With that being said, time for
me to work with and understand the mechanics of the electronic
forms will be needed once the DOT releases it. Education will be
Page 4 of this newsletter holds a chart identifying the distributions to offered shortly after that has been achieved.
each county, as well as the number of structures that were inventoYour SDATAT Board of Directors have worked very hard over the
ried in each county. This process took longer than the June 1st date
last several years for this to have become reality. I so appreciate each
due to some DOT software issues.
one of our 12 board members, if you only knew how devoted and
The final hurdle to cross was obtaining approval of paper documents hard working they are, you would be proud too.
to be used in this process from the SD Association of County ComAs always you are encouraged to contact the SDATAT office by
missioners. On Tuesday July 19 we received approval of the forms:
phone call or email with questions, clarification, concerns...
Application for Rural Access Infrastructure Grant and
Small Structure Improvement Plan for Rural Access Infra- Terry Sletten , SDATAT Exec. Director
structure Grant . They are now available to be used by townships 605-353-1439 sdatat@sdtownships.com
when applying for the Rural Access Infrastructure grant and copies
are included in this newsletter.
IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING EMAILS FROM THE SDATAT
Each township, highway superintendent and county auditor has
OFFICE OF IMPORTANT INFORMATION,
been emailed these documents. Each county is in charge of administering the program in their county and will develop and will likely PLEASE VERIFY WITH US WE HAVE THE CORRECT EMAIL
ADDRESS ON FILE.
share information as it becomes available.
WE HAVE RETURNED EMAILS FROM SOME OF YOU.
The first step is for townships to fill out the Small Structure Im-

RAIF Flow Chart
If you have been reading the newsletters over the last couple years, you may be wondering about details of this grant which will
assist townships and unorganized areas in South Dakota with replacing large culverts (60” and over) and small structures (under
20’ in length) which are in critical or poor condition. Here is some important information and time lines. For Updates check:

sdtownships.com
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Insurance Matters–
Non-Owned Automobile Insurance and Townships
By

Tami Schwebach

You are out checking a culvert, driving your own pickup, and
As township officers, there are many situations where
you come up over a hill on a township road and hit someone.
you are driving your own vehicle on township business.
How does the township insurance respond to a situation such as Going to a meeting. Checking a culvert. Checking a sign.
this?
Going to the county.
Your own auto insurance would be the
primary insurance company to pay this
claim. But what if it were a serious accident, and your liability limits weren't
high enough? Or what if the other person discovers that you were working for
the township when the accident happened, and they sue the township?
Liability from operating a vehicle is one
of the many exclusions in a general liability policy, so the township's liability policy will not cover such a claim. Your
township would need a non-owned auto
policy. Such a policy is designed to protect the township from liability claims in
exactly this kind of situation, a claim caused by an employee or
officer while driving their own vehicle.

Non-owned auto insurance costs $100
a year for $1,000,000 in coverage.
Overall, that is fairly reasonable
insurance for peace of mind for your
township. I estimate about two thirds
of the townships our agency represents
carry this coverage. If this insurance
protection is coverage that interests
you, give your insurance agent a call.

Tami Schwebach presents each year at the
SDATAT Annual Conference. Plan to attend
December 2nd and 3rd this year at the Sioux
Falls Best Western Ramkota. She will be

available to answer your questions

402 Garfield, Dell Rapids, SD 57022
Safety Dividend Group Plan Approved By Your Association

Insurance Companies

Underwritten by

Safety Dividend Plan
Available Through All
Employers Mutual Agents

SDATAT OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

Phone:
Email:
Website:
Attorney:
Phone:
SDLTAP:

605 353 1439 (office)
605 936 3883 (cell)
sdatat@sdtownships.com
sdtownships.com
John Delzer
605 983 9900
800 422 0129

The office will be closed

on Fridays
May 1st through September 30th
Please call and leave a message
or send an email
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Summer Maintenance
Items to Consider
By Greg Vavra SDLTAP Program Manager

As the heat of summer approaches and moisture becomes
to be an issue on gravel roads, please consider a few
things that will help your roads to perform during dry
weather.
The use of carbide cutting edges to promote roadway
shape and reduce loose material on the road should be
considered. Straight cutting edges reduce secondary
ditches and the amount of material being placed in the
driving tracks. Loose material in the driving tracks will
promote wash boarding and potholes.
The next item as we prepare for graveling is the material
we are placing. It is very important that the gravel meets a
spec set forth by the township board. Poor gravel quality is the number one cause of wash boards and potholes.
Gravel surfacing should be crushed to ¾” top size and
have a PI index of 4-12. Gravel quality is also very important if you are planning to use a dust suppressant. Dust
suppressants require gravel to have a balance of fines and
clay in order to be successful. Finally on gravel, is the
amount you place when regraveling. Gravel should never
be placed in a lift that is not twice the depth of the largest
rock in your gravel. Keep in mind that it requires 570
ton to place just one inch of gravel on a 20’ gravel road
per mile.
Shoulder maintenance is a must before performing
summer maintenance. Mowing is just as important as the
blade when it comes to maintenance. Ditches should be
mowed not only to remove the grass from the shoulder
line so the grader can perform their work, but also for the
safety of the traveling public. Mowing your ditches allows
motorist to see wildlife and other dangers at the edge of
roadway.

If you have any questions on gravel thickness, quality of
gravel, application process for successful dust control or
any other maintenance questions, please reach out to our
office for further information. Enjoy what is left of summer and enjoy the Fall weather which is right around the
corner.
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Unique Entity Identification Number
Beginning April 5, 2022, entities were required to convert their
DUNS number to a UEI (Unique Entity Identifier) number
when federal funds are involved. This includes township that
apply for FEMA grants. In other words, if your township ever
intends to file a FEMA claim, this number will be required in
order to receive those funds.
This will continue to be a major challenge for most townships to
complete this on their own. Why all the problems?
The Federal Government has transitioned from an “out of house”
DUNS number to an “in house” UEI number with a precise data
matching system to identify credible organizations. The data
matching is geared more towards those organizations that
provide a service or supply to the Federal Government. Since
townships provide neither of those, most townships cannot
provide enough information to be verified.
South Dakota, in its early establishment, didn’t require county
auditors to register each newly formed township with the
Secretary of State’s office and therefore, cannot be successfully
verified when attempting to complete the Sam.gov registration
process.
A work around has been created for this problem. It is advised that
you start with sam.gov and attempt to register your township as a
new entity. (You will probably have limited success) An incident
report should be created to document this step.
Next, contact one of the (PTAC) Small Business Development
Centers and let them know you are working to get your townships
UEI number. They can do the necessary work to verify the township
identity and thereby be given a UEI number.

West River: Amy Meyer 605 716 0010
East River : Marcella Hurley 605 367 5757
Pierre area 605 773 2783
Further advisement from SD Office of Emergency Management:
Townships that have tried to obtain their UEI numbers and are
held up because of their address or the fact that the SAM.gov
wants articles of incorporation, can call one of the PTAC offices.
PTAC can help them obtain their government accepted mailing
address, and help them upload that documentation that shows
that they are a legal entity, operating in the United States, and
that they are not legally required to file with the SD Secretary of
State’s Office. PTAC cannot get their UEI for them, nor can they
register them with SAM.gov.
•

Do I need to renew my entity every year?
o Yes. You will receive a reminder e-mail from SAM.gov
letting you know when it is time to renew.
• What happens if I don’t get my UEI or renew my entity?
o You will not be able to apply for grants that include
Federal funding. Your applications will be delayed until you
can obtain your UEI or renew your entity.

Dues, Statements and More
by Susan Walton, Office Assistant
Thank you to all of you that are members of the South
Dakota Association of Towns and Townships. While
most of our members successfully return all membership
documents on time, we have seen an increase in paying an
amount other than what is due.
This article intends to address the dues statement, roster,
and the bond application. I prepare the above information
beginning in November, for mailing by the middle of
February for small towns and by last week of February
for townships. The township contact person should
receive the mailing by the beginning of March.
Your annual meeting should be a trigger for you to
question and locate this envelope from our office. If you
haven’t received this mailing by March 1, please contact
the office right away. Our phone is (605)353-1439 and
our email is sdatat@sdtownships.com.
Your next year dues statement has slight modifications as
we have attempted to clearly distinguish the amount due
from the Past Due amount that includes a late fee. We
had many over payments this year and have applied that
overpayment as credit towards next year membership
dues. Payments received after April 15th will continue
to have late fees applied to encourage on time payments.
If your township is bonded through the Association, you
will get a bond application with this packet. Again, if
you don’t receive one, please contact our office immediately. Before April 1st, your county auditors contact our
office looking for their copies of the township bonds.
Please verify correct phone numbers and update your
mailing address if applicable. We use this address in
mailing out our newsletter. I hope this article is of assistance to your township. Please contact our office with
any concerns.

South Dakota Association
of Towns and Townships
PO Box 903
Huron, SD 57350
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