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2021 LEGISLATIVE NOTES
By Kody Kyriss,
SDATAT Lobbyist
The 96th South Dakota Legislative Session opened on
January 12th, 2021 with many new legislators and an
administration starting its third year. For your Association,
it also opened with excitement to once again introduce
a bill to assist townships throughout South Dakota.
While I do expect many more bills to be introduced,
the current bill count is low with 61 House Bills and 76
Senate Bills introduced to date. This will change
dramatically in the coming weeks as legislators have
until February 3rd to introduce individual bills and
resolutions.
In Governor Noem’s third State of the State address,
she addressed various topics including the importance
to continue to maintain South Dakota as the number
one pheasant capital in the world, the growing industry
of agriculture, continuing to address mental health of
individuals throughout the state, and the need to
continue to improve the infrastructure throughout
South Dakota. Governor Noem also discussed her administration’s intent to introduce a bill to prevent a
baby from being aborted solely because the baby has
down syndrome.
At this point there have a been a couple of bills introduced that may be of interest to your Association. First
of interest may be HB 1058 which creates new sections
of law to allow county commissioners to be removed
from office at any time by the voters as provided by the bill.
Another bill likely to be of interest to your members is SB
76. SB 76 adds language to the powers of the Department of Game Fish and Parks to state the secretary of
the department may close a portion of a meandered
body of water to public use for a period of up to two
years to protect the privacy, safety, or substantially
affected agricultural financial interests of an owner of private property adjacent to a meandered
body of water. Additionally, this bill repeals

statutes pertaining to a landowner’s right to deny public access to taxable property, landowner’s right to deny state agency use of taxable property, and public access
to private lands.
Once again, the most significant component of this
legislative session will be the Association’s bill, which will
be introduced to the legislature soon. I have been working
with your Association leadership this past year to assist in
developing a bill that will financially aid townships all around
the state to replace their ailing culverts and small structures.
Prior to session beginning, we compared our bill from last
year and thought of the best approach to present a bill
that would receive more support and traction amongst the
legislators as well as other lobbyists and associations. We
also discussed the best legislators to sponsor our bill in
both the House and Senate. Your Association leadership
and I decided to introduce the bill in the House and ask
Representative Caleb Finck to be the prime sponsor due to
Representative Finck’s success in assisting the counties last
year and his willingness to help townships moving forward.
After approaching Representative Finck with the idea of
sponsoring the bill, he happily accepted and has been
working with your Association leadership and I to develop
a version of the bill that will possess the greatest likelihood
of a chance to succeed. During the first week of session, I
reached out to Mr. Finck and he stated the draft of the bill
was nearly complete.
Once the draft of the bill is complete, your Association
leadership and I will be working diligently to approach the
appropriate legislators, groups, and departments to lobby
in favor of the bill’s passing. For the immediate future, I
will be working with the Association’s leadership to finalize
a sponsor in the Senate, as well as prepare a list of the best
legislators to ask to be co-sponsors of the bill.

The SDATAT
Annual Ice Cream Social
has been cancelled
for this year.

We intend to
resume the widely appreciated
SDSU ice cream social event

next year….

Say a little prayer & cross your fingers!

TOWNSHIP CALENDAR
January 12-

Legislative Session Opened

February 23 - Required Township Mtg
March 2- Required Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1)
March 19th & 20th– SDATAT Annual Meeting & Conference
March 30 - Required Township Meeting (SDCL 8-5-1)
April 1 - SDATAT Scholarship Applications Due
April 15 - SDATAT Bond Applications Considered Past Due

July 15 - Opt Outs Due

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
To Track Legislation http://sdlegislature.gov
To Email at Legislator: First Name.Last Name@ sdlegislature.gov
To write a Senator or Representative: c/o LRC 500 E Capitol Ave Pierre, SD 57501

Call and Leave a Message:
Senators- Senate Lobby: 605-773-3821
Representatives-House Lobby: 605-773-3851
Contact Governor Kristi Noem
Email: sd.gov/governor and click on Contact
Write: Office of the Governor 500 E Capitol Ave Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: 605-773-3212

