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Action picked up in the Legislature this past week 

as the 3rd week of the session ended January 

28th.  During the week, an additional 139 bills (89 

in the House and 50 in the Senate) were intro-

duced, bringing the total bills to date to 299 (176 

in the House and 123 in the Senate).  It is ex-

pected that not many additional bills will be in-

troduced as January 28th was the final day for 

unlimited bill introduction by any Legislator and 

between now and February 4th 

(the final day for introduction of 

individual bills) each Legislator is 

limited to only a bill per day and 

a total of 3 bills.  Most Com-

mittees were meeting daily at 

their regular time and were tak-

ing action on bills – which were primarily bills 

proposed by Legislative Summer Study Com-

mittees and State Agencies. 

Significant progress was made on SDATAT’s pro-

posed legislative program based on Resolutions 

passed at the SDATAT Annual Meeting on De-

cember 3, 2015, as follows: 

Resolution #1 – State Funding for Small Struc-

tures and Large Culverts. Discussions, which 

were started last March after the passage of SB1, 

have been on-going since the beginning of Ses-

sion between representatives of the Governor’s 

Office, SDDOT, Transportation Commission, Legisla-

ture, SDLTAP, County Commissioner Assoc. and 

SDATAT regarding a potential State-funded grant 

program for assisting Townships and Counties in 

replacing and upgrading small structures and large 

culverts on Township roads.  At their meeting on 

January 28th the Transportation Commission di-

rected the Secretary of Transportation to work with 

Townships, Counties and SDLTAP to 

develop of a reasonable, workable 

proposal for the Commission to con-

sider for funding. 

Resolution #2 – Distribution of Reg-

istration Fees for Non-Commercial 

Gross Weight Vehicles (farm trucks).  HB1137 (An 

Act to revise the distribution of registration fees 

from noncommercial gross weight vehicles) was in-

troduced in the House by Rep. Verchio on January 

28th. The bill proposes to retain all registration fees 

for this category of vehicles (mainly farm trucks) at 

the county in which they are collected and be dis-

tributed 65% to the County Road and Bridge Fund 

and 35% to Townships.  The registration fees for 

these vehicles have increased dramatically since 

2011 with the justification being severe damage to 

local roads and bridges caused by large farm equip-

ment and heavy trucks.  Please request your Legisla-

“As always, I hope to get the 

support of all of you in working 

with your local legislators and 

seeking their support of issues 

of importance to Townships.” 



tors and Farm Organizations to support this bill. 

The Municipal League is expected to oppose HB 

1137.  Details and facts on the bill will be provided 

in next week’s report. 

Resolution #3 – Distribution of Highway User Fees 

among State and Local Governments. It has been 

determined that this is too big a project to attempt 

during the Legislative Session.  It needs to be done 

because the existing apportionment factors were 

developed in 1985 and have not been revised since 

then.  The project will require support and cooper-

ation among local governments, highway user 

groups and legislators. 

Resolution #4 – Clean-Up of Existing Township 

Laws.  

1. Amendments to SDCL 8-4-3 and 8-10-2 are con-

tained in HB 1003 which has passed the House. 

2. Amendments to SDCL 32-20-12 giving Town-

ships authority to regulate off-road vehicle 

travel in the ditches of township roads will be 

the subject of a bill to be introduced in the 

House on Feb. 2nd. 

Resolution #5 – County Construction or Replace-

ment of Bridges and Culverts on Township Roads. 

The goal of this resolution was to reach a compro-

mise with the Counties who wanted to increase 

the area of the openings of culverts from 16 sq. ft. 

to 35 sq. ft., for the culverts requiring county re-

placement, and to increase the Township reim-

bursement to the County up from the existing re-

quirement of $500.  The scope of this resolution 

was also expanded to include clarifying the author-

ity of township supervisors to determine the size 

of culverts to be installed in township roads. The 

compromise reached was that a bill will not be in-

troduced this year, and we will attempt to resolve 

this issue as part of the Agreement to be devel-

oped for implementation of Resolution #1. 

 

As always, I hope to get the support of all of you 

in working with your local legislators and seeking 

their support of issues of importance to         

Townships. 

STATUS OF SDATAT BILLS 

HB 1137 -  An act to revise the distribution of reg-

istration fees from noncommercial gross weight 

vehicles.  

1/28/16 - First read in House and referred to 

House Transportation. 

HB ____ - An Act to authorize townships to regu-

late off-road vehicle travel in the ditches of town-

ship roads.  

2/2/16 - Will be introduced in the House. 

OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST 

HB 1106 - An Act to exempt certain trees from re-

quirements related to the removal of vegetation 

and debris from township road rights-of-way and 

to extend general immunity from certain civil lia-

bility for trees located in the township road right-

of-way.  

1/26/16 - First read in House and referred to 

House Local Government  

HB 1109 - An Act to exempt from liability persons 



who voluntarily maintain certain no maintenance 

roads.  

1/26/16 - First read in House and referred to 

House Judiciary  

HB 1131 - An Act to direct certain vehicle registra-

tion fees to counties with unorganized territory.  

1/27/16 - First read in House and referred to 

House Local Government  

For More Information on Individual Bills go to:   http://legis.sd.gov/ 



 



February 3 - LEGISLATIVE DAY - Please Plan to Attend 

February 5 - Nominating Petitions due to Twp Clerk by 5 p.m. (if required) 

February 15 - President’s Day 

February 18 - Last Day to Advertise for Twp Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1) 

February 22 - Post notice 24 hrs prior to Feb 24th Meeting 

February 23 - Required Township Mtg 

March 1 - Required Township Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1) 

**NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE***** 

DUE TO HIGHER POSTAGE RATES AND OUR DESIRE TO KEEP MEMEBERSHIP FEES LOW WE WILL BE  NOT BE MAILING OUR WEEKLY 

LEGISLATIVE NEWSLETTER UNLESS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED TO DO SO.  WE WILL CONTINUE TO EMAIL AND POST TO OUR WEB-

SITE  WEEKLY.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE PUT ON OUR EMAIL LIST PLEASE CONTACT US AT: 605-353-1439 OR EMAIL: 

sdtstaff@sdtownships.com 

**NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE***** 

TOWNSHIP CALENDAR 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

To Track Legislation  

http://legis.sd.gov/ 

To Listen To Committees Live:  

 http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Committees/default.aspx?Session=2014 

Address: Legislative Research Council 
 Capitol Building, 3rd Floor - 500 East Capitol Avenue 
 Pierre, SD 57501-5070  

 

Phone:(605) 773-3251  

Staff Fax: (605) 773-4576 

Legislator Fax (Session Only): (605) 773-6806  

Fax a Message (to a specific legislator) - 605 773 6806  


