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The highlight of the week was “Township Day at
the Legislature” on Wednesday. Thursday was
the last day for introduction of individual bills
and Friday was the last day for introduction of
Committee Bills. When the Session ended Friday, a total of 388 bills had been introduced (211
in the House and 177 in the Senate). This was an
increase of 120 bills during the past week. The
total represents the fewest number of bills ever
introduced in the Legislature. Last year 419 bills
were filed and the average for the past 5 years
was 452. The largest number of bills ever filed
during a Legislative Session was 929 in 1965.

placing small structures and large culverts are being
evaluated.

The main Legislative attraction during the week
was the Senate’s debate and passage of HB
1069, which repealed the Initiated Measure (IM)
22. Protestors filled the Senate gallery during the
debate. Governor Daugaard signed the bill on
Thursday.

2/7/17 - Scheduled for hearing

Both SDATAT Bills (HB 1087 and HB 1098) were
deferred from Committee action on February
2nd to allow time to work with opponents in developing amendments to make the bills more
acceptable and securing support from other entities. Both bills are now scheduled for Committee
action on Tuesday, February 7th at 10:00 a.m.
No action has occurred on SB 119 as different
proposals for securing funds for repairing or re-

SDATAT BILLS:
HB 1087: An Act to authorize the recovery of attorney’s fees in civil actions relating to highway obstructions. (Assigned to House Transportation)
2/7/17 - Scheduled for hearing
HB 1098: An Act to revise certain procedures regarding the notice requirements of County Commissioners in authorizing installation of utility lines
along and across highways. (Assigned to House Local Government)

BILLS OF INTEREST
HB 1073: An Act to revise and repeal certain provisions regarding gifts from registered lobbyists to
public officials.
1/23/17 - Referred to House State Affairs
2/6/17 - Scheduled for hearing
HB 1075: An Act to repeal the authority of municipalities to exercise planning and zoning powers
outside corporate limits of municipalities.
1/23/2017 - First read in House and referred to
House Local Government

CONTINUED
HB 1094: An Act to provide for the transfer of
certain landowner hunting licenses.
1/25/17 - Referred to House Agriculture and Natural Resources
1/31/17 - Ag and Natural Resources Do Pass,
Passed Yeas 7, Nays 6
2/3/17 - House of Representatives Deferred to another day

HB 1161: An Act to repeal the requirement for
certain township, municipal, and school district
fiscal reports to be submitted to county auditors.
2/1/17 - Referred to House Local Government
2/7/17 - Scheduled for hearing
SB 7: An Act to revise the criteria for determining
if property is classified as agricultural land for
property tax purposes.
1/10/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Taxation
1/23/17 - Taxation Do Pass, Passed, Yeas 6, Nays 1
1/24/17 - Senate Do Pass, Passed, Yeas 30, Nays 5
1/25/17 - Referred to House Taxation
SB 9: An Act to revise the river basin natural resource district boundaries, to establish subdistricts for each district, and to establish a procedure to adjust district boundaries.

1/10/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources
1/19/17 - Agriculture and Natural Resources Do
Pass, Failed, YEAS 2, NAYS 7.
1/19/17 - Agriculture and Natural Resources Deferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed, YEAS 7,
NAYS 2.
SB 10: An Act to provide for an election in the
Red River and Minnesota River Basin Natural Resource District in 2018, to remove certain areas
from the East Dakota Water Development Dis-

trict that are contained
in that river basin natural resource district, and to
provide for elections in the other river basin natural resource districts at a later date.
1/10/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources
1/19/17 - Agriculture and Natural Resources Deferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed, YEAS 7,
NAYS 2
SB 23: An Act to revise the authority of the Transportation Commission to make loans from the
state highway fund to local governments for highway and bridge construction and maintenance
purposes.
1/10/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Local Government
1/18/17 - Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS
5, NAYS 1

1/19/17 - Senate Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 32, NAYS
1.
1/20/17 - Referred to House Transportation
SB 58: An Act to revise certain provisions regarding the responsibility to remove snow from certain state highways.
1/12/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Local Government
1/18/17 - Deferred by Chair
SB 66 - An Act to specifically classify certain agricultural land as riparian buffer strips, to establish
the criteria for the riparian buffer strip classification, and to provide for the taxation thereof.
1/20/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources
2/2/17 - Agriculture and Natural Resources Do
Pass Amended, Passed, Yeas 9, Nays 0.

CONTINUED
SB 119 - An Act to accommodate legislation to improve culverts in the state.

SB 161 - An Act to direct certain vehicle registration fees to counties with unorganized territory.

1/26/17 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate Transportation

2/1/17 - Referred to Senate Transportation

SB 142 - An Act to provide for the assessment and
taxation of agricultural land based on its actual
use.
1/31/17 - Referred to Senate Taxation

2/6/17 - Scheduled for hearing.
SB 170 - An Act to revise certain provisions regarding the maximum width restriction for farm
implements operated on a public highway.
2/2/17 - Referred to Senate Transportation

How an Idea Becomes Law
A bill is simply an idea that someone would like to see
become law. It could be anything from the penalty for
committing a crime to the amount of money that can be
spent on a state program. The idea can come from anyone, but only a State Representative or Senator can take
that idea and guide it to final passage through the State
Legislature.
Drafting a bill means putting the idea into legal language. The drafting is done by the Legislative Research
Council, an agency of state government. Introduction of
a bill can be made by any member of the House or Senate, and more than one legislator generally sponsors a
bill. The legislator whose name appears first on the bill
is the "prime sponsor."
A bill is given to the Chief Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the Senate and is assigned a number. If the bill
is sponsored by a Senator, it is a Senate Bill. Proposals
which start in the House are House Bills. The bill is given
a First Reading in the "House of Origin" (in the House if
sponsored by a Representative; in the Senate, if sponsored by a Senator). A First Reading means the bill's
number and title are read aloud.
The Senate President or Speaker of the House then assigns the bill to a committee. Committee action is crucial

to the legislative process. A committee's responsibility is
to examine a bill carefully, take testimony for and
against the bill, and decide whether to send the bill to
the "floor" (the full House or Senate) for consideration
by the full body.
The committee can send the bill to the floor with a "Do
Pass" recommendation. They can "Table" the bill, which
means it is dead unless the full body orders the committee to send the bill to the floor. Or the committee
can "Defer to the 36th or 41st Legislative Day" which
also kills the bill, since there are only 35 or 40 legislative
days in an annual session. In rare cases, if a committee
cannot get enough votes to pass or kill the bill, a measure may be sent to the floor without recommendation.
In that case, the full body must vote whether they want
to place the bill on the "calendar" (agenda) for consideration.
Once a bill reaches the floor, it is debated and voted on.
If it passes, the bill is forwarded on to the other body,
where it goes through the same committee process. If a
bill passes both the House and Senate, it is sent to the
Governor. If he signs it, the bill becomes law. If he vetoes it, the Legislature has an opportunity to decide
whether to override or uphold his veto. If the Legislature votes to override the veto, the bill becomes law.
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TOWNSHIP CALENDAR
February 10 - Nominating Petitions due to Twp Clerk by 5 p.m. (if required)
February 20 - President’s Day

February 24 - Last Day to Advertise for Twp Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1)
February 27 - Post notice 24 hrs prior to Feb 28th Meeting
February 28 - Required Township Mtg
March 7 - Required Township Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1)
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To Track Legislation
http://legis.sd.gov/
To Listen To Committees Live:
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Committees/default.aspx?Session=2014

Address: Legislative Research Council
Capitol Building, 3rd Floor - 500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070
Phone:(605) 773-3251
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