This is L.D. 17, and the 2015 Session will reach
its half-way point (L.D. 19) next Tuesday, February
10™. The final bill count is 429 with 236 House Bills
and 193 Senate bills being introduced — this is few-
er than average. Legislative action increased dra-
matically this week with Committees having full
agendas and both the House and Senate consider-
ing sizeable Floor calendars. It was also a busy (and
stressful) week for SDATAT: however it was quite
successful as shown below:

Action was taken on two of SDATAT’s bills:

HB 1121 - An Act to authorize township boards to
establish speed zones on township roads. On
2/5/15 was approved by the House Local Govern-
ment Committee by a vote of 11-0 and was placed
on the Consent Calendar. Today it passed the
House by a vote of 61-0.

HB 1122 - An Act to authorize township boards to
designate certain roads as no maintenance roads.
On 2/5/15 was approved by the House Local Gov-
ernment Committee by a vote of 11-1 and was
placed on the House Calendar for floor action to-
day; however, it was deferred until 2/9/15 (along
with several other bills) as the House adjourned
early to return home for the weekend. One Legisla-
tor and a couple sportsman groups had questions
and slight opposition to some of the wording of
the bill — so an amendment to clarify the intent has
been prepared and will be considered on the
House Floor on Monday.
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SB 103 — An Act to authorize townships to levy a
capital improvement property tax for secondary
roads, bridges, and culverts. Has not been sched-
uled for Committee consideration, and likely will be
held until later in the session or will be tabled in
Committee, as it is no longer needed because the
contents of the bill have been incorporated into
both highway funding bills - HB 1131 and SB 1.
Highway funding, which has been identified as one
of the most important issues of the session, re-
ceived Committee action in both the House and
Senate. HB 1131 (the Governor’s proposal) — which
would raise approx. S50 million the first year for
State and local roads and bridges — had a hearing in
the House Transportation Committee on 2/3/15 —
where a few amendments were approved: however
the bill was transferred to the House State Affairs
Committee for further action.

SB 1 — which was developed by the Legislative Com-
mittee on Highway Needs and Funding that met
during the summer and documented the needs on
both State and local highways and bridges and iden-
tified several potential funding sources — which
would raise approx. $100 million the first year — had
a hearing on 2/6/15 in the Senate State Affairs Com-
mittee. The bill was amended by deleting the lan-
guage developed by the Committee and inserting
the language from the Governor’s bill — so the 2 bills
are essentially identical as they make their way
through the remainder of the Legislative process.




Continued From Page One:

An amendment of importance to counties and
townships that was adopted in both SB | and HB
1131 was proposed by Rep. Dick Werner. The
amendment provides that vehicle registration fees
would increase by an average of $1.18 per vehicle
per year for cars, pickups, vans, motor homes, trail-
ers, and motorcycles. This would increase revenue

by $1.4 million per year for local roads and bridge.
This proposal would give local governments an on-
going increase in funding, similar to the proposed 2
cent per gallon per year gas tax increase for State
highways. HB 1131 limits both the gas tax and li-
cense plate fee increases to 15 years, while SB 1
would limit it to 8 years.”

“Please contact your local legislators and ask their support for HB 1131 or SB 1 and
Rep. Werner’s amendment.”

OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST

SB 2 - An act to provide for the establishment of

river basin natural resource districts and to repeal

certain provisions regarding county drainage man-
agement.

1/13/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Sen-
ate Agriculture and Natural Resources.

SB 3 - An act to provide for mediation of certain

drainage disputes.

1/13/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Sen-
ate Agriculture and Natural Resources

SB 5 - An act to revise certain provisions concern-

ing the assessment and taxation of real property.

1/13/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Sen-
ate Taxation

1/23/15 - Taxation Do Pass, Passed, Yeas 7, Nays O
1/26/15 - Senate Do Pass, Passed, Yeas 35, Nays O

1/27/15 - First read in the House and referred to
House Taxation.

SB 81 - An act to require persons convicted of driv-

ing a vehicle while under influence of alcohol,
drugs, or intoxicants to pay certain costs to the

county.

2/9/15 - Scheduled for hearing.

SB 180 - An act to revise certain provisions regard-
ing the production tax for wind energy facilities.

2/3/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate
Commerce and Energy.

SB 185 - An act to increase the motor vehicle ex-
cise tax rate and to dedicate a portion of the reve-
nue to the local government highway and bridge
fund.

2/3/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Senate
Transportation.

SB 129 - An act to revise provisions relating to

trespass associated with hunting, fishing, or trap-
ping.

1/28/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Sen-
ate Agriculture and Natural Resources

2/10/15 - Scheduled for hearing.

SB 135 - An act to authorize municipalities to im-

pose an additional sales and use tax for a limited

period of time for a specified use.

1/28/15 - First read in Senate and referred to Sen-
ate State Affairs.




OTHER BILLS UPDATE CONTINUED

2/4/15 - State Affairs Do Pass Amended,
Passed, YEAS 6, NAYS 2

2/6/15 - Senate Deferred to another day, Passed

HB 1152 - An act to limit the terms of certain con-

servation easements.

1/28/15 - First read in House and referred to House
Agriculture and Natural Resources

2/3/15 - Agriculture and Natural Resources De-
ferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed, YEAS 7,
NAYS 6.

A bill is simply an idea that someone would like to see
become law. It could be anything from the penalty for
committing a crime to the amount of money that can be
spent on a state program. The idea can come from any-
one, but only a State Representative or Senator can take
that idea and guide it to final passage through the State
Legislature.

Drafting a bill means putting the idea into legal lan-
guage. The drafting is done by the Legislative Research
Council, an agency of state government. Introduction of
a bill can be made by any member of the House or Sen-
ate, and more than one legislator generally sponsors a
bill. The legislator whose name appears first on the bill
is the "prime sponsor."

A bill is given to the Chief Clerk of the House or the Sec-
retary of the Senate and is assigned a number. If the bill
is sponsored by a Senator, it is a Senate Bill. Proposals
which start in the House are House Bills. The bill is given
a First Reading in the "House of Origin" (in the House if
sponsored by a Representative; in the Senate, if spon-
sored by a Senator). A First Reading means the bill's
number and title are read aloud.

The Senate President or Speaker of the House then as-
signs the bill to a committee. Committee action is crucial

How an Idea Becomes Law

HB 1135 - An act to expand certain bonding provi-

sions regarding local government officials and em-
ployees.

2/5/15 - Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS
10, NAYS 0.

2/5/15 - Placed on consent, Passed

2/6/15 - House of Representatives Do Pass,
Passed, YEAS 61, NAYS 0.

HB 1201 - revise certain provisions regarding plan-

ning and zoning.

2/4/15 - Referred to House Local Government .
C____ b6

N.,

to the legislative process. A committee's responsibility is
to examine a bill carefully, take testimony for and
against the bill, and decide whether to send the bill to

the "floor" (the full House or Senate) for consideration
by the full body.

The committee can send the bill to the floor with a "Do
Pass" recommendation. They can "Table" the bill, which
means it is dead unless the full body orders the com-
mittee to send the bill to the floor. Or the committee
can "Defer to the 36th or 41st Legislative Day" which
also kills the bill, since there are only 35 or 40 legislative
days in an annual session. In rare cases, if a committee
cannot get enough votes to pass or kill the bill, a meas-
ure may be sent to the floor without recommendation.
In that case, the full body must vote whether they want
to place the bill on the "calendar" (agenda) for consider-
ation.

Once a bill reaches the floor, it is debated and voted on.
If it passes, the bill is forwarded on to the other body,
where it goes through the same committee process. If a
bill passes both the House and Senate, it is sent to the
Governor. If he signs it, the bill becomes law. If he ve-
toes it, the Legislature has an opportunity to decide
whether to override or uphold his veto. If the Legisla-
ture votes to override the veto, the bill becomes law.


http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/RollCall.aspx?Vote=18168
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/RollCall.aspx?Vote=18066
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/RollCall.aspx?Vote=18066
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/RollCall.aspx?Vote=18335
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Recommendations a committee may make: means the committee feels it is important for the

) . bill to be considered by the entire house, but
(1) DO PASS, which means the committee

recommends the bill pass in its original form.
(2) DO PASS AMENDED, which means the
committee recommends the bill pass, not in

does not recommend its passage. (4) WITH-
OUT RECOMMENDATION, which means the
Tk committee cannot come to a consensus or has

) o ) no feelings on the bill one way or another, so
its original form, but in an altered form set

out by the committee. (3) DO NOT PASS, which

feels the entire house should determine whether it
should pass.

Important Upcoming Meeting Dates:

February 24 — Regular Twp Mtg

March 3 — Annual Twp Mtg & Election

March 16 — Regular Twp Mtg for equalizing the assessment of property in your township
March 24 — Regular township meeting of the “newly” elected township officials.

New This Year - any required meeting may be rescheduled for the following Tuesday at the same time and
place, due to inclement weather, without additional publication. Be sure that you have the reschedule date
in the initial agenda and publications. (SDCL 8-3-1)

**More information and detailed sample agendas available at: www.sdtownships.com**

- Capitol - Coat of Arms - Per Name

**NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****

DUE TO HIGHER POSTAGE RATES AND OUR DESIRE TO KEEP MEMEBERSHIP FEES LOW WE WILL BE KEEPING OUR MAILING OF THE
LEGISLATIVE NEWSLETTER TO JUST OUR FIRST AND LAST ISSUES. WE WILL CONTINUE TO EMAIL AND POST TO OUR WEBSITE
WEEKLY. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE PUT ON OUR EMAIL LIST PLEASE CONTACT US AT: 605-353-1439 OR EMAIL:

sdtstaff@sdtownships.com

**NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****NOTICE*****

Broughttoyouby:Sout h Dakota Association of Towns & To

6 0-835-3439, Website: http:// www. sdt own




90t LEGISLATIVE SESSION DEADLINES
2015 <£>»39 Legislative Days

LD.1 January 13 | Session Opens—12 Noon (C5T)

LD.5 January 20 | Executive orders filed (Constitution, Art. IV, Sec. 8)

LD. 8 January 23 | Concurrent Resolution limited introduction deadline (J.R. 6B-3)
LD. 11 January 28 Last day for unlimited bill & joint resolution introduction (J.R. 68-3)

Must be at the front desk TWO HOURS prior to session

LD.

13 January 30 | All bill drafts with sponsors due back in LRC by 5 PM

LD.

Final day to introduce individual bills and joint resolutions (Chapter 17)

14 February 3 )
Must be at the front desk TWO HOURS prior to session

L.D.

Final day to introduce committee bills and joint resolutions (Chapter 17)

15 February 4
Must be at the front desk TWO HOURS prior to session

L.D.

25 February 20 | Last day to use J.R. 5-17 (Chapter 17)

L.D.

Last day to move required delivery of bills or joint resolutions in the house of origin

26 Feb 24
ehruary (Chapter 17)

Last day for a bill or joint resolution to pass the house of origin

LD. 27 February 25
Last day for introduction of concurrent resolutions and commemorations {Chapter 17)
LD. 33 March & L.R. 5-13 in effect (Chapter 17)
LD. 34 March 9 Last day to move required delivery of bills or resolutions in the second house [Chapter 17)
LD. 35 March 10 Last day for a bill or joint resolution to pass both houses (Chapter 17)
L.D. 36 March 11 | Reserved for concurrences or conference committees (Chapter 17)
LD. 37 March 12 Reserved for concurrences or conference committees (Chapter 17)
L.D. 38 March 13 | Reserved for concurrences or conference committees (Chapter 17)
LD. 35 March 30 | Reserved for consideration of gubernatorial vetoes (Chapter 17)

| MPORTANT CONTACT | NFO

To Track Legislation

http:/ /1l egis.sd. gov/
To Listen To Committees Live:

http:/ /1l egis.sd. gov/ Legislative Sessi

Address: Legislative Research Council
Capitol Building, 3rd Floor - 500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Phone:(605) 773-3251 Staff Fax: (605) 773-4576
Legislator Fax (Session Only): (605) 773-6806
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