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ideas on how to get more volunteerism on 
the local level and why you believe local 
government is important.ó 

Our $1,000 scholarship winner, Kadon Led-
dy is from Stockholm Township in Grant 
County. Kadon mentions in his essay that he 
worked hard to break the stereotype most 
millennials have of not being physically in-
volved in the world around them.  He has 
been involved in FFA and 4-H and served as 
a Legislative Page this past Legislative Ses-
sion. Kadon believes the solution in getting 
people involved is for our teachers/leaders 
to be good role models and encourage youth 
to be involved in community activities 

2017 SDATAT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Kadon Leddy and Alex Thyen are the most 
recent winners of the SDATAT Scholarship 
Program.  The Program, which was unveiled 
in 2002 and began in 2003 with a $500 schol-
arship has evolved into two scholarships; one 
$500 and one for $1,000.  

This scholarship is awarded to senior high 
school students who attend public, private, 
parochial or homeschool high school pro-
grams. They must reside in South Dakota, 
live in a town or township that is currently 
members of South Dakota Association of 
Towns and Townships and use the money to 
attend a college, university or vocational 
school which has a physical presence in South 
Dakota. 

Our essay topic this year was, òInterview an 
elected commissioner or legislator asking for 
their view on how to get more people in-
volved in local township government. Write 
an essay on your findings, including your own 

Members Only Edition 

Winner, Kadon Leddy, pictured with SDATAT 
Director Calvin Musch 

SDATAT  Director Cindy Foster pre-
senting award to winner, Alex Thyen 

Continued on Page 15 
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PRESIDENTõS  

COLUMN 
 

By Jim Puffer 

Recently, during Summer Session, the South Dakota Leg-
islature passed a bill on the non-meandered waters issue.  
Iõm sure fishermen felt they lost some fishing rights and 
land owners probably feel they lost control of their prop-
erty rights but, through negotiation, in just a few days 
they passed a bill that will at least work until the next Leg-
islative Session.  Next January they can look at what they 
did to see if it needs more work. 

In Washington they are trying to pass a health care bill. All 
Democrats vote one way and all Republicans vote the 
other.  Compromise is no longer possible.  Both sides are 
afraid to let the other win. Maybe we need term limits 
and put some new people in there. 

Being a Senator or Representative was supposed to be just 
a part of your life, not a career.  Maybe, if they went 
home for more than to get elected, they would remember 
what home was like. 

This is only my opinion but, Iõm tired of nothing being 
accomplished in Washington. 

Be safe, take time for some fun and hug your kids and 
grandkids and have a great rest of your summer! 

*If readers have any comments, corrections, submissions or display ads for this publication, call:  605 353-1439 or FAX (605) 352-5322.   
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PLEASE NOTE: òMEMBERS ONLYó WEBSITE PAGE PASSWORD 
CHANGED 

Each year the South Dakota Association of Towns and Townships resets the pass-
word for the website òMembers Onlyó page that contains valuable resources and 
updated information.  The 2017-18 password will be òTAT17ó.  If you have trouble 
accessing this page donõt hesitate to contact our office and we will be happy to 

assist. 
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